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NEW Resource! 

https://resources.csi.state.co.us/

school-safety/

https://resources.csi.state.co.us/

mental-health-resources/

https://resources.csi.state.co.us/school-safety/
https://resources.csi.state.co.us/mental-health-resources/


Let's talk about 
misinformation first....



Why does it 
matter?



A: Colorado law makes 
schools liable for not 

exercising reasonable care.



Who can complete the
assessments?
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A: Threat Assessment:
Threat Assessment Team

Suicide Assessment:
Trained School Mental Health Workers or 911



What training 
is required, for 
whom and 
how often?



A: Annual training for assessment team 
members

Regular training for school community



How soon after 
knowing that a 
student might be at 
risk must we 
complete 
an assessment?



A: Act with urgency if there is an immediate 
threat. Complete the screening and 

assessment without delay if there is not.



When 
can/should
the student be 
removed from 
school grounds?



A: A student can be removed from school 
grounds when there are safety concerns.



Can schools 
conduct a threat or 
suicide 
assessment without 
parental/guardian 
permission?



A: Yes, though a consultation should be held 
when determined to be appropriate and safe 

to do so.



What kind of 
information can 
a school gather 
during an 
assessment?



A: Review records, conduct interviews, and, if 
needed, perform searches in accordance 

with school search policy.



How can a school 
personnel 
develop rapport 
in the assessment 
process?



A: Practice empathy 
& relationship building.



What is the role 
of responding 
to self-harm in 
an assessment?



A: Self-harm suicide.



How might 
assessment 
procedures interact 
with suspension/ 
expulsion decisions?



A: Focus on connection with, 
and support for, student 

BUT consider applicability of
school policy.
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When should we 
create a Support 
Plan for a student? 
How do we taper a 
student off the 
plan?



A: When it is safe to do so.



What must take place for a 
student’s re-entry?



A: A re-entry meeting to prepare the student 
for his/her return to the classroom.



What are the 
requirements for 
record-keeping 
and records 
retention?



A: Use standard forms/templates
& follow your records retention policy.



What 
information should be 
shared when a 
student transfers 
schools?



A: Behavioral reports, threat assessments, 
Support Plan & discipline records.



What can be 
shared under 
FERPA?



A: Information can be shared that is not an 
educational record or is under the 

emergency & school official exceptions.



What are the 
limits of 
confidentiality for 
licensed 
clinicians in 
school settings?



A: Just like anyone else, licensed clinicians 
may disclose information under the 

emergency & school official exceptions.



Can a Threat Assessment 
Team obtain a student’s 
educational, medical 
and/or law enforcement 
records to support an 
assessment?



A: Yes, the Assessment Team can obtain 
other records.



What can we do 
to ensure we have a 
plan and procedures in 
place to identify 
students of concern, 
accurately assess for 
risk, mitigate harm, and 
build a plan to support 
the student?



A: Put in place enforceable policies, 
established protocols, & plan for training.



Are there other things 
we should do to 
mitigate our risk for 
threatening/homicidal 
students?



A: High quality Tier I supports & climate.



What research-based threat 
and suicide assessment tools 
are available to our school?



A: Consult with your legal counsel & CSSRC.

https://cssrc.colorado.gov/
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Contact

Noah Kaplan and Stephanie Aragon

LegalandPolicy_CSI@csi.state.co.us

Betsy Basch

BetsyBasch@csi.state.co.us

www.csi.state.co.us/about/our-team/

mailto:LegalandPolicy_CSI@csi.state.co.us
mailto:BetsyBasch@csi.state.co.us
https://www.csi.state.co.us/about/our-team/


Resources/References

This resource was developed from the following sources:

Legal & Policy

Enhancing School Safety Using a Threat Assessment Model (United States Secret Service National Threat Assessment Center)

Essentials of School Threat Assessment: Preventing Targeted School Violence(Colorado School Safety Resource Center)

Formal Opinion on FERPA and School Safety (Colorado Attorney General's Office)

Mental Health

Best Practices in Threat Assessment (Washington State Association of School Psychologists)

Columbia-Suicide Severity Rating Scale (Columbia University)

CSTAG-2021 (Florida Department of Education)

Psychological Services, Broward County; Threat Assessment Screening Tool (TAST); (Broward County, FL)

SAFE-T Protocol (Department of Public Health)

The American Psychiatric Association Practice Guidelines for the Assessment and Treatment of Patients with Suicidal Behaviors (American Psychiatric Association)

(in press article, Value & Vulnerability: A Framework for Understanding the Use of Misinformation);

"Reliance on emotion promotes belief in fake news." (2020). Martel, et al. Cognitive Research: Principles & Implications.

https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/18_0711_USSS_NTAC-Enhancing-School-Safety-Guide.pdf
https://cdpsdocs.state.co.us/safeschools/Resources/CSSRC_Resource_Guides/TAResourceGuide2021.pdf
http://resources.csi.state.co.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Attorney-General-Formal-Opinion-FERPA-and-School-Safety.pdf
https://cssrs.columbia.edu/wp-content/uploads/C-SSRS_Pediatric-SLC_11.14.16.pdf
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19958/urlt/8-3.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/assets/suicideprevention/safe-tprotocolwc-ssrs.pdf
https://psychiatryonline.org/pb/assets/raw/sitewide/practice_guidelines/guidelines/suicide.pdf

