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McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act

• Primary piece of legislation related to the 
education of children and youth experiencing 
homelessness

• Provisions ensure the enrollment, accessibility, and 
educational stability for qualifying students

• CSI schools receive McKinney-Vento funding based 
on counts of students experiencing homelessness 
as identified on the October Count data collection.

2



Who Qualifies for McKinney-
Vento?

• Any student who lacks a nighttime residence 
that is fixed, regular, and adequate.
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Fixed: a residence that is stationary, permanent, and not subject to 
change.

Regular: a residence that is used on a nightly basis.

Adequate: a residence that is sufficient for meeting both the physical 
and psychological needs typically met in home environments.



Qualifying Living Situations
• Sharing the housing of others due to loss of housing, 

economic hardship, or similar reason – a.k.a. ‘double-up 
housing’

• Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, camping grounds due 
to lack of adequate alternative accommodations

• Living in emergency or transitional shelters
• Abandoned in hospitals
• Living in a public or private place not designed for humans 

to live
• Living in cars, parks, abandoned buildings, bus or train 

stations, etc.
• Youth on their own who lack a fixed, adequate and regular 

primary nighttime residence (unaccompanied youth)
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Resources
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Resources

Completed forms due to CSI by Sept 30th for 
identification in October Count data collection
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Homeless Fields in State 
Reporting 

Located in the Student Demographic (SD) File
1. Homeless  
2. Primary Nighttime Residence
3. Cause of Housing Crisis
4. Additional Cause of Housing Crisis
5. Free/Reduced Price Lunch
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https://resources.csi.state.co.us/student-demographic-file-layout-csi-additions/



1. Homeless 



2. Primary Nighttime 
Residence



3. & 4. Cause of Housing Crisis
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5. Free/Reduced Price Lunch 
Eligible



Coding in PowerSchool

1) Homeless

2) Primary Nighttime 
residence

4) Additional Cause of 
Housing Crisis

3) Cause of Housing Crisis

5) Free/Reduced Price 
Lunch

Start Page > Student Selection > Administration > Lunch

Start Page > Student Selection > State/Province – CO > 
CO Demographics (tab) > Student Demographic 
Information (section)
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https://theacademyk12.powerschool.com/admin/home.html
https://theacademyk12.powerschool.com/admin/students/home.html?selectstudent=nosearch
https://theacademyk12.powerschool.com/admin/home.html
https://theacademyk12.powerschool.com/admin/students/home.html?selectstudent=nosearch


Coding in Infinite Campus

1) Homeless

2) Primary Nighttime 
residence

4) Additional Cause of 
Housing Crisis

3) Cause of Housing Crisis

5) Free Lunch Flag

Index > FRAM > Eligibility > New option

Index > Student Information > Program Participation > 
Homeless > New option
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Coding Considerations

• DO NOT code a student as homeless in your SIS until 
you receive confirmation from CSI. 

• Homeless status remains the same throughout the 
school year, regardless of change in housing. 

• Homeless students automatically qualify for the free 
lunch eligibility status for the duration of the school 
year, even if housing situation improves. 

• Homeless status may rollover from previous school 
year. Be sure to check your SIS and audit for homeless 
flags. 
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Validating Homeless Data

CSI validation resources 
Record Checker Tool
Data Validations Checklist

Running ad hoc reports 
Partnering with the MKV liaison to double check the 

data reported and compare to CSI-approved MKV 
forms
Carefully review OC summary report
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For questions on McKinney Vento forms, 
identification, and approval, contact CSI’s 
McKinney Vento Liaison, Brooke Frark: 
BrookeFrarck@csi.state.co.us

For questions on data entry and coding, please 
reach out to the CSI Data Submissions Team: 
submissions_CSI@csi.state.co.us
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