
Trends in Special Education
LEGAL TOPICS AND IEP COMPLIANCE THEMES IN  CSI
CHARTER SCHOOLS
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Top Legal Issues for 2021-22
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I. Identifying and addressing learning loss

II. Requests for evaluation

III. Lack of MTSS documentation for eligibility determinations for 
SLD and SED

IV. Documentation of services



Common Trends for IEP Compliance Errors
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I. Timelines

II. Consent for Evaluation

III. Notice of Meeting

IV. Evaluators, Providers, Participants and Signatures

V. Evaluations

VI. Prior Written Notice

VII. Inconsistencies in what is requested, evaluated, reported, and 
addressed in the IEP



Timelines
Evaluations

◦ Initial Evaluations 60 Calendar Days from Receipt of Consent

◦ Initial IEP up to additional 30 days from Initial Eligibility (90 days total)

◦ Re-evaluations-at least every 3 years.  No specific guidance around 
number of days after receiving consent to reevaluate

IEPs

Every 365 days

Discipline

10 days of suspension or removal constitutes a change of placement.  
This triggers need for Manifestation Determination Review (MDR)

Progress Reports

Same frequency as general education progress reporting. Typically, this 
is quarterly.  Report on progress toward IEP goals.
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Evaluators, Providers and Participants

Consent for Evaluation form.  

Those areas identified for evaluation, i.e., academic, social emotional, intellectual, 
communication, motor, should trigger an evaluation from all qualified 
professionals 

Notice of Meeting (NOM) 

◦ Special Education Teacher or SLP

◦ Parent, Student 15 or older

◦ Classroom Teacher

◦ Special Education Director Designee (you can sign as Sped Teacher and 
Sped Director Designee)

Must include all evaluators and service providers identified in IEP

Must provide written NOM form every time the meeting is 
rescheduled!
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Evaluators, Providers and Participants

Excusal Form

Those invited that cannot attend must complete excusal form and must provide 
parent information.  Excusals should not be for schedule issues but due to illness, 
emergencies, etc.

Participant’s Page

is an indication of who attended and participated in meeting.  Must have person 
represent Special Education Director Designee.  Can sign in two places, 
special education teacher and designee.  When CSI coordinator is present, that 
person is the designee.  Person vouches for the resources in the IEP.

Eligibility Determination Checklist

Those involved in the evaluation should be a part of the eligibility determination, 
particularly if specific to their area of expertise.  

6



Signatures
Parent consent 

Consent for Evaluation

Consent for Initial Provision of Special Education

Parent Participation (documents participation)

Participant’s pages

Acknowledgement of receiving procedural safeguards

Other Participants (documents participation)

Maintaining Documentation

E-signatures

hand signatures

Participation for virtual meetings
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Evaluations
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Assess all areas and use all 
procedures outlined in Consent for 
Evaluation Form

◦ Be sure to gain adequate input from 
parent and service providers prior to 
completing consent for evaluation 
form.

◦ Often, teachers find out well into the 
evaluation period that other areas 
need to be assessed.  There should 
be no surprises at the IEP meeting 
regarding potential disabilities or 
needs for services.



Evaluations

Classroom Observations are required for many of the areas of eligibility 
determination

◦ Specific Learning Disability

◦ Serious Emotional Disability

◦ Autism

◦ Other Health Impaired:  ADHD
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Prior Written Notice
A Prior Written Notice form addressing all 5 areas must be provided in anytime 
the school proposes an action or refuses a request made by the parent.  The 
PWN tells the parent what the IEP proposes or what the team refuses to do as 
the result of a parent request.  

Understand what the components of the PWN are and the ‘why’ it is used.  
Extremely important document.  Read/watch CSI presentations on PWNs.

Examples of PWNs include:

◦ Notice of Meeting 

◦ Consent for Evaluation form 

◦ Consent for Initial Provision of Special Education Services

◦ PWN following every IEP meeting

◦ PWN given to the parent when parent makes a request for which the school 
refuses.
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The Consistent Thread
Consent for Eval

Eval/Report

Present Levels 

Accom, Goals 

Services

There needs to be a consistent thread between what evaluations were requested, the 
evaluation procedures/tests administered and should be described and detailed in the 
evaluation report.

Present Levels should summarize data from the report as well as new updated data in all 
areas of concern.  Use an outline to cover all areas.

Accommodations/Modifications should address the identified concerns in the Present Levels
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Consent to Evaluation Thread
Consent to Evaluation/Report/Present Levels

12



Consent to Evaluation Thread
Needs-Goals-Accommodations-Services
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Consent to Evaluation Thread
NOM-Participants-Eligibility
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