
How does MTSS relate to 
Special Education



“What is MTSS 
and why does it 
matter in special 
education?”



Colorado Department of 
Education’s Definition of MTSS:

Multi-tiered systems of support is defined as a 
prevention-based framework of team-
driven data-based problem solving for improving 
the outcomes of every student 
through family, school, and community 
partnering and a layered continuum of evidence-
based practices applied at the classroom, 
school, district, region, and state level.



MTSS: A framework to organize 
supports that intentionally aligns 
support intensity with need.

1. Efficiency of Effort

2. Clarifies Evaluation of 

Supports





Response to Intervention (RtI):

RtI is narrowly focused on the use of data, practices, 
and individual student systems to ensure every 
student makes the necessary educational growth to 
succeed in postsecondary settings and to advance 
in career pathways of choice. In Colorado, RtI is 
defined as a preventive approach to improving 
individual outcomes through high-quality universal 
instruction within a multi-tiered system that connect 
supports matched to students’ academic, social 
emotional, and behavioral needs.



Essential Component of RtI & 
MTSS:

• Data-Based Problem 
Solving and Decision-
Making: A consistent 
process is used by 
stakeholder teams and 
applied at multiple levels to 
analyze and evaluate 
relevant information to plan 
and implement strategies 
that support sustainable 
improved student and 
system outcomes.



Research-Based 
Core Curriculum w/ 
Strong Instruction  

Tier 2 
Supplemental 
Intervention

ASSESSMENT

Formal 
Diagnostic
As needed

Progress 
Monitoring

Weekly-Monthly

Universal Screening
3 times/year

PST

Individual Problem 
Solving Team

Schoolwide
Screening reviewed

3 times/year

INSTRUCTION

Tier 2 
Supplemental 
Intervention

Intervention 
Review Team

6-8 weeks

Tier 3 
Individualized 
Intervention 

Individual Problem 
Solving Team

6-8 weeks

Special 
Education 
referral?



Done without fidelity and no growth: restart/enter with 
implementation as it was planned; consider barriers to implementing 
[How do you reduce, eliminate, navigate barriers?]

Done without fidelity and growth: change the plan/document to reflect 
“what is done and working” = assess variables; “what variations are 
occurring that are resulting in gains”

Done with fidelity and no/low growth: re-enter problem solving and/or 
change intervention (consider changes in intensity level)

Done with fidelity and growth: continue support and/or plan to “fade” 
or “graduate” (celebrate progress/exit)

When a student goes through your 

RtI system, what will you see in the 

data? 



What the process provides:



Individualized Education Plan: 

Required for Specific Learning Disability



Layered Continuum of Supports 
and Evidence Based Practices

Required for Serious Emotional Disability



Questions to consider:



What happens at your school and/or what is the 
school’s process when a parent expresses a concern 
to a teacher that their child might have a disability?

What happens at your school and/or what is the 
school’s process when a teacher has a concern that 
a student has a disability?

Who is the person at your school that has the best 
understanding of your RtI system and/or can 
answer the two preceding questions? 



Who is the person at your school that has the best 
understanding of your school’s academic & behavioral 
data? 

What is the school process to determine whether a 
student should receive additional interventions and/or 
move to a special education evaluation?

How will your school determine and distinguish 
between students who were impacted from COVID 
and/or those that are suspected of having a disability?





Why is RtI important?

1. A robust RtI system helps minimize the 
number of referrals that fall onto the special 
education department and provides a 
stronger foundation for special education 
evaluations when they do make their way to 
the special education team.

2. It  helps minimize students being 
misidentified, under-identified, and/or 
overidentified. 

3. It gets students the help they need quicker. 



Contact Information:

Nick Stachokus 

nickstachokus@csi.state.co.us

720-990-1240

mailto:nickstachokus@csi.state.co.us

